Nothing New about GOP Territorial Advantage...
Presidential Election Winners Since 1960: A Summary by States, Districts, Counties
Democrats have won five of the 12 presidential elections since 1960, yet they have won the most congressional districts in just four of those contests, the most states in three of them, and the most counties in only two.
Since 1960, the number of states has remained static at 50 and the number of congressional districts has stayed constant at 435 (after a brief increase to 437 in 1960) . But the number of counties has varied -from a low of 3,125 in 1964 to a high of 3,153 in 2004. The total number of counties includes independent cities in Virginia, election districts in Alaska, parishes in Louisiana, and cities such as Baltimore, Md., and St. Louis, Mo, which are separate jurisdictions within their states. Counties where the presidential vote was a tie are not included in the aggregate totals. The District of Columbia is not included in any of the categories.
Columns marked "Others" are for an unpledged independent elector slate in Louisiana and an unpledged Democratic elector slate in Mississippi, both in 1960, an unpledged Yet it was not just that few congressional incumbents were beaten in 2004, few were even threatened. As recently as 1992, there were more than 100 House "marginals" (winners with less than 55% of the total vote). But that number has steadily dwindled over the years, to the point that in 2004 the number of marginals was down to just 32.
Actually, twice as many House winners last fall had no major party opposition at all as had to break a sweat. And even among the meager total of marginal winners, a dozen were not incumbents at all but challengers or winners of open seats. Less than two dozen of the sub-55% House winners in 2004 were incumbents.
Part of the decline in electoral competition is due to money -incumbents usually have it; challengers usually don't. Part is due to pro-incumbent redistricting, which was the modus operandi in many states when congressional district lines were fashioned earlier this decade. Part is due to the disappearance of the ebb and flow in congressional politics, when scores of House candidates were swept into office on the 
The Geography of Competition: The House Marginals of 2004
The number of competitive House races in recent years has dwindled to a corporal's guard. In 2004, just 32 of the nation's 435 House seats were won with less than 55% of the total vote.
The most populous states were vast wastelands in terms of congressional competition. California, New York and Texas had just two races each decided with less than 55%; Illinois, North Carolina and Pennsylvania had only one apiece; and Florida, Michigan and New Jersey had none at all. As in 2002, the hotbed of congressional competition was Indiana, where four House races were decided with less than 55% of the total vote.
Nearly half of the sub-55% House winners in 2004 (a total of 15) represent districts that were won by the other party's presidential candidate, and are designated as "Misfits" since the representatives are at odds with the terrain of their district, at least in terms of presidential voting. A pound sign indicates that the vote percentage is from a runoff election. 
Four Competitive Races

Ticket-Splitting Ebbs: The Increasing Congruency in Presidential, House Voting
The latter half of the 20th century was the heyday for split-ticket voting, at least in terms of the number of congressional districts that supported one party for president and the other party for the House. From 1956 through 1996, the number of split-ticket districts was in triple digits each election. But in the last two presidential contests, the number of such districts has declined dramatically, and in 2004 was the lowest since World War II.
Number of Districts with Split
Results Since 1952 coattails of the winning presidential candidate, and a number were swept out two years later when they had to run on their own. With Bush the first presidential candidate since 1988 to win even a simple majority of the popular vote, presidential coattails of late have been awfully short.
And as American politics has grown more shrill and partisan over the last decade, straight-ticket voting has increased. This has been very apparent in the district-by-district voting for president and Congress.
As the population became more suburban, more mobile and more independent after World War II, a rise in split-ticket voting was evident. 
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The 2004 Vote by Regions: A Tale of Two (Or Two and One-Half) Nations
The current Republican majorities both in Washington and the nation's governorships were fashioned in the Republican 'L,' the GOP heartland which is comprised of the South, the Mountain West (plus Alaska) and the Plains states. Meanwhile, the Democrats in 2004 had a strong edge in balloting for federal office on the two coasts, the Northeast and Pacific West, while the two parties battled last fall on roughly even terms across the industrial Midwest. The map above highlights the location of each sector. For a list of the states in each, see "Geographical Congruency in the 2004 Results" chart on pp.12-13.
As for the 41 Democratic "misfits," four are in Texas, three are in Arkansas and Tennessee. But there is also a Bush-district Democrat in Kansas in the person of Dennis Moore. He has yet to surpass 55% of the vote since winning his Kansas City-area seat in 1998, and is constantly a target for Kansas Republicans. By ousting him in 2006, they could make the state's political landscape even more congruent and less competitive than it already is.
